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Emergency Assistance for Agricultural Land Rehabilitation
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Emergency Assistance for Agricultural Land Rehabilitation

Overview

Natural disasters can have varying effects on th
disasters are part of the inherent risk of doing
risk is pgh mhaeddrmyal haroamp insurance and a suite o
programs to asddceep ar prioda¥eock production 1oss
Ot her, separate U. S. Department of Agriculture (
agriculturmd fwmld dwregta lmatural disaster and po
programs offer finmnancial and technical assistanc
damage on private land. Agricultural Il and assist
Conservation Program (ECP), the Emergency Forest
Emer gency Watershed Protection (EWP) program. I n
flexibility in administering ot hdearmapgreodg rcarnosp Itahnadt
in the event of an emer gency.

This report describes these emergency agricultur
backgoouthlde -ppruorgproasnes, acti vities, authority, eli
aut horized prewlgsasmwdlulhddasmgcdrewvent congressional
Federal Emergency Assistance
Rural Land

Agricultural land assistance programs help prodt
natural disasters. These programs are described

Emergency Conservation Program

Pur pAAsc ¢ i vi taineds Aut hority

The Emer gency CoiELParsvsaitsitosn IParnodgorvanme r(s 1in restori
agricultural production when damaged by a mnatur
resgofences and conservation structures, and pr
situations. Restoration practices are authorize
committee, with approval from stafe FSA committ
Pgments are made to individual producers based
practice. This can be up to 75% of the cost, or
to be -aebbmrtedoprmnddpagments for a single event

1 Most of the USDA disaster assistance programs offer financial assistance to producers for a loss or reduction in
production. These programs inclugeleral crop insurance, the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP),
and emergency disaster loafitie 2014 farm billR.L. 11379) authorizdand fune:dfour disaster programs to cover
productionlosses from weather events, beginnimgY2012. These programs typically cover only production losses
and not damage to the land or production practices. These programs are not discussed in this report. For additional
information, se€€RS Report RS21212gricultural Disaster Assistanc@ndCRS In Focus IF1056%,ederal Disaster
Assistance for Agriculture

2 FSA county and state committees are composed of locally elected farmers amdsrarzhadvise FSA on
agricultural programs such as commodity price support loans and payments; conservation programs; incentive,
indemnity, and disaster payments for some commodities; payment eligibility; and emergency programs.

3 The definition of dimited-resource produceis an applicant with direct or indirect gross farm sales not more than the

Congressional Research Service 1
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agricultural Paghmeatefatbhemhdadfoll owing completdi
practiexeept 1n.Poxaosdasceafs thaweinge option when r1e
undkGP to receive up to 25% of the fair market v
the Aaycéunds not used wifhin 60 days must be 1 ¢
The ECP was created under TitleP.ILV33¥f5ande Agricu

codified at sR& @U2O0SS5 .C.ThSee cpprioogntr am i s per manently
appropriations. AStwukbadrfnadsfasdamdy dbecehecessary,
aprpopriated, funds are typically available until

Eligible Land

Land eligibility
which case the n
the Il and may be

is determined by the FSA count.y
tional FSA offi esditespbotians th
onsidered eligible i1if it 1s det
e impair or endanger the 1 and;

e materially affect the productive capacity of

e lead to damage that 1s wunusumn, iins crhoaatr acter
the type that would recur frequently in the

be so costly to rehabilit
return the land to®produc

ate that future fed
tive agricultural u.

Land conservation issatsr dhadi sxitserdapeimat tol it

Eligible Participant

An eligible participant is defined as an agricul
by the mnatural disaster The applecahe ddusasber a
occurred and must be a party who wills hianrceur t he
application P a r 50i0c,i0p0aOn tpse ra rnea tluirnmailt eddi staos t$e r .
Federal agencies and states,i viinscilommdi nogf aal Is taageen c
ineligible to participate in ECP.

Fundiamg Allocation

Funding for ECP varies widely from year to year.
supplemental appropriations Tablpsr orvaitdheesr at hfaunn dai nnr
history for ECP.

current indexed value in each of the previous two years who has a total household income at or below the national
poverty level for a family of four or lessah 50% of county median household income in each of the previous two
years. For more i nf or ndeteriioationtod aittps:/FfHadgcegov.usda.ov/n e s e 1 f
Default.aspx

416 U.S.C. §2201(b).
516 U.S.C. §2201.
616 U.S.C. §2202b.

Congressional Research Service 2



Emergency Assistance for Agricultural Land Rehabilitation

Table |.Appropriations for the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP),

FY2010-FY2020
Fiscal Year Funding Level Authorizing Statute and Congressional Direction
2020 (to date) $0
2019 $558 million P.L. 116-20, for necessary expenses related to the

consequences of Hurricanes Michael and Florence and
wildfires occurring in calendar year 2018, tornadoes and
floods occurring in calendar year 2019, and other natural
disasters

2018 $400 million P.L. I'15-123, for necessary expenses related to the
consequences of Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria and of
wildfires occurring in calendar year 2017 and other natural

disasters
2018 $28.7 million P.L. I15-56, for emergencies not declared a major disaster
2017 $28.7 million P.L. 115-31, for emergencies not declared a major disaster
2017 $103 million P.L. 114-254
2016 $108 million P.L. 114-113, of which $91 million is for major disasters

declared pursuant to the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief
and Emergency Assistance Act (Stafford Act, P.L. 93-288)

2015 $9.2 million P.L. 1'13-235, for major disasters declared pursuant to the
Stafford Act only

2014 $0

2013 $10.8 million PL. 113-6a

2013 $15 million P.L. 1'13-2, for necessary expenses related to the

consequences of Hurricane Sandy and major disasters
declared pursuant to the Stafford Act only

2012 $122.7 million P.L. 112-55, for major disasters declared pursuant to the
Stafford Act only

2011 $0

2010 $0

Source: CRS, using historical appropriation and supplemental acts, FY2010-FY2020.

a. Funding provided under regular appropriations; therefore the Stafford Act requirement does not apply.
Funding total includes the Section 3001 and 3004 rescissions of 2.513%.

Funding is generally appropriated to remain avai

Congress has required that ECP funding be used
examplporfuondi og appropsoabedus eamhl 02r0 1di sasters

pursuant to the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Reldi
Since ECP does mnot typically requirstche 8tefdHbrd

funds toaselwetlbtlt boschorofisture dishsdeaes.

8 (201B. If.a3r3dfl Svielqlu,i r iof g attl HatECPS5 %bunding made
c amlu dytee asseitde unt il Apmreagdailr ofnd hragp lyeaeamemtr

=N
~ o0 N
©n o— =g

7 For additional information related to emergency declarations pursuant to the Stafford &R S&eport R42702,
Stafford Act Declarations 1952016: Trends, Analyses, and Implications for Congress
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seatsichbanl d potentially reshmgyendbaondbeng ffoat exsnnactp
all mnatu,r awhidli s asittaeyr rsh apweo jtecc twait for the reserv

Once f uvanpdpirnogpriisated, the FSA national office gen
state offices. The local FSA countxomemmiftiresds v
serveld basis.

Emer gency Forest Restoration Program

Pur pAc ¢ i ;i tained Aut hority

—
=
[¢]

Emergency Poogc&hiRBEp tpreakidesasosstance to p
stland owner s dtaop@r ecpaauisre da nbdys a mahimmbdialdittidaitaeh s t e
ate Notresal |dinda ddéExss thmaolrudeanes or excessiy
ms or blizzardd mphilkdsodg, cone netHlh dIghsaUS8 HAwr c ¢
ram is &FSMinistered by

=}

S >E ®a» 00 —n
R <o

o TG ]

may provide up to 75% of the cosstloheamer gen
frerleastte d resour cesndfiolilduwiln gra cdiimsua satterv.e 1 e q
stance of $50Q,r0 00 gpprk rlecustiss apgetre rp earrseo na ppr ove d
ty committee. Fimamciad, GGkitsda ahkG0 reC@heasrtt s
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EFRP was c¢createdFoadgrCS8Sese¢rvat 8@a03 afidt BEerer
8 fParLlm2H)llIOby adding a new Section 407 to Tit
1978. It is codified at 16 U. So C. Sectior
iations. ASubkbdrifzanadsfas damdy dbmecehercessary,
iated, funds are typically available unti
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gible Land
For land to be eligiblel fporri vEARRRP,f oirte sntu slta nbde annodn

e have existing tree cover or have had tree co
disaster and be suitable for growing trees:;
e have damage to natural resources caused by a
or after Januwuary 1, 1240 liOnpatilhato,r iefn dmmtgetrr e ahte
resources on the land and would materially a
e be physically located in a colinty in which E

Land is ineligible if itgaoasveomwmendt oracomdtre,]lads
a political subdivision of a state.

Eligible Participant

Eligible recipients include owners of mnonindustrt
owned by any mnonindust rsioacli aptriiovna,t ec oi rnpdoi rvai tdiuoanl,, og
8“Emergency Conservation IFFedera Register(889¢May 26,2006.i nal Rule, ” 71

97 C.F.R. §701.205.
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legal entitydtekansaikluamsg hdoerfii tny tAd weary ntehnet Ilainndi.t a t i o1
$500, 000 per person or legal entity applies per
Fundiamg Allocation
The EFRP was credtidd .i Cotnlger e3308 nfigarnmlly appr op:
program in an FY2010 supplemental appropriations
FY2011, when final rTeagh@ipend vodaes wartupabihgshiedtor
Table 2. Appropriations for Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP),
FY2010-FY2020
Fiscal Year Funding Level Authorizing Statute and Congressional Direction
2020 (to date) $0
2019 $480 million P.L. 116-20, for necessary expenses related to the consequences
of Hurricanes Michael and Florence and wildfires occurring in
calendar year 2018, tornadoes and floods occurring in calendar
year 2019, and other natural disasters
2018 $0
2017 $0
2016 $6 million P.L. 114-113, of which $2 million is for major disasters declared
pursuant to the Stafford Act
2015 $3.2 million P.L. 113-235, for major disasters declared pursuant to the
Stafford Act only
2014 $0
2013 $13.8 million PL 113-62
2013 $23 million P.L. 113-2, for necessary expenses related to the consequences
of Hurricane Sandy and major disasters declared pursuant to the
Stafford Act (42 US.C. §5121 et seq.) only
2012 $28.4 million P.L. 1'12-55, for major disasters declared pursuant to the Stafford
Act only
2011 $0
2010 $18 million P.L. I11-212, for disasters that occurred on or after January I,
2010. Additional direction was provided to expedite the
program’ statianmp | e men
Source: CRS, using historical appropriation and supplemental acts, FY2010-FY2020.
a.  Funding provided under regular appropriations; therefore the Stafford Act requirement does not apply.
Funding total includes the Section 3001 and 3004 rescissions of 2.513%.
Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) I

Purpdscé¢,i vi taineds Aut hority
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reshaping and protecting engeéedabankdediecor esdc¢ faibi
on critically eroding elpandsi;ngr dmowiersg acnadr csa srsuest ;
EWP funds cannot be used to perform operation or
repair, rebuild, o maamgpomt ptri oatEBhkkowWPl puibds or
is administersedNabtyurbaolt hReUsSodDuAr ce s Conser vation Se
Forest Service (USFS).

The federa contribution toward the e¢edp78&Mentat.i
of the ¢ truction cost. This can be raised to
resour®e area.

The EWP was created under TitleP.ILV:3 HF Satnhde Agr i cu
codified at 1 6 -2U2 (S5 .C.ThSee cptrioognrsa 2 2i0s3 per manent |y
appropriations. AWwunkbadrifnadsfas dJamdy dbecchecessary,
appropriated, fundsunariel teyxppiecnadleldy avail abl
Eligible Land

Private, state, tribal, and federal lands are el
state, tribal, and private landEWPndsbysUS8HS8eon
funded by NRCS mayamgt fedepndvidadsoif the assi:
appropriations of another federal agency.

Eligible Participant

Al'l projects under EWP mustt daitasveorn pelointsiocdal Spwh
qualified Indrganizabeoar oOribalt of local govert
individuals may rteceiveoashiptaodfca ghdhvgrnmeangh

Sponsors are responsible for

e obtaining necessary land rights and per mits
e provihefigdaral pehtarenacsfiscdatmce:;
e completing the installation of all emergency

e carrying out any operation and maintenance T

Fundiamg Allocation

Funding for EWP varwkdlsab®)ied eMoys tf rfounn dyienagr itso aut ho
supplemental appropriations acts rather than anrt

10The definition of dimited-resource areas a county where average housing valaee less than 75% of the state
average, pecapita income is less than 75% of the nationalgagita income, and unemployment during the preceding
three years is at least twice the U.S. average (7 C.F.R. §624.4(e)(1)).

117 C.F.R. §624.6(a)

Congressional Research Service 6
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Table 3. Appropriations for the Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) Program,

FY2010-FY2020

Fiscal Year

Funding Level

Authorizing Statute and Congressional Direction

2020 (to date)
2019

2018

2017

2016

2016

2015

2014
2013

2013

2012

2012

2011
2010

$0
$435 million

$541 million

$103 million

$157 million

$2.4 million

$78.6 million

$0
$63.7 million

$180 million

$215.9 million

Not to exceed $31
million

$0
$0

P.L. 116-20, for necessary expenses related to the consequences of
Hurricanes Michael and Florence and wildfires occurring in calendar
year 2018, tornadoes and floods occurring in calendar year 2019,
and other natural disasters

P.L. 115-123, for necessary expenses related to the consequences
of Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria and of wildfires occurring in
calendar year 2017 and other natural disasters

P.L. 114-254

P.L. 114-113, of which $37 million is for major disasters declared
pursuant to the Stafford Act

P.L. 114-113, repurposed previously appropriated funding from P.L.
108-199 (2004 California tree mortality), P.L. 109-234 (2005
hurricanes), and P.L. 110-28 (2007 Midwest floods) for disaster in
FY2016 and FY2017

P.L. 113-235, for major disasters declared pursuant to the Stafford
Act only

P.L. 113-6, $48.2 million must be made available for major disasters
declared pursuant to the Stafford Act (42 U.S.C. §5121 et seq.).

P.L. I'13-2, for necessary expenses related to the consequences of
Hurricane Sandy and major disasters declared pursuant to the
Stafford Act only

P.L. 112-55, for major disasters declared pursuant to the Stafford
Act only

P.L. 112-55, repurposed previously appropriated funding from P.L.
108-199 (2004 California tree mortality), P.L. 109-234 (2005
hurricanes), and P.L. 1 10-28 (2007 Midwest floods) for disaster in
2011

Source: CRS, using historical appropriation acts, FY2010-FY2020.

a. Funding provided under regular appropriations; therefore the undirected $15.6 million does not require a
Stafford Act declaration. Funding total includes the Section 3001 and 3004 rescissions of 2.513%.

NRCS praosvsiidset anc e
rent condi
y . Sponsor
the natur

the <cu
proper
days o
No 1 at
s1tuat
rel eas

T

N

r than 6
on and p
of any

0
T
f

He s ¢ d milpe hNtRaGS ebsye r v'atthiaotn i s t

12The NRCS state conservationist is the lead federal official for the agency within a state. NRCS state conservationists
are responsible for direction and supervision of all NRCS programs within a state.
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gs,ofunding, operat

details the hesppaonsbr 1 10
i vi s undertaken before th

(¢ r
is provided for act ie e

— —

Approval of funding is based on the following ra
e exigency®situations;

e sites wheroubbhtrnot gt lmmeadt at e human 11fe; an c

. es where buildings, utilities, or other 1i°

s1t
t hrea ened.

Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) |1
FloodfElasiement s

Purpose, Activities, and Authority

Floomdpdadsements under EWP are administered separ
The easementssa facrgeu ameda nti vted u tafmlrdoe opdrs o, p edrrtoyu gthrto,m a n d
ns eqaufeneredss i on otrhartoiuognh atnhde prre€sstemraythut yoahued. t he
DA hlbl dEWR floodpl ain Felasoedmpel mtisariem ppareheats eidt ya.s
emer gency measure and on a voluntary basis. I
servation easement, thewrNR@8dhesnhttheefoahk 41
ctions and valwues. This includes removing all]l
ement boundaries and providingthe@ntdeo wh@® % of
eives the smallest of the three following val

"*CDH':OQJ(:O

0
S
n
0
u
a
e

o »n =SB

=

a geographic area ratteoesdenmnbdtiisheids by t he NR

2. the-mhaket value -whiadsee dnaornk eatn aanraelay s i s or an ap
completed according to the Uniform Standards
Practices (USPAP); or

t he 1l amndotWwher.

tion 382 of the Federal Agr9cT@l(tudad flampm obieln
1l 244 mended the EWP authorization to include
or to this amendment, eMRCETehad bagppledimeadtad d
ropriR.th.e/mlsOt3aoc tus(e EWP funds for the purchase
Wetlands Re s—ear vfea rPnr ohgirfabmr p(rWRgPt)e r i ng wet 1l ands

a

a

n

a

9

w

(¢}

untary ptecmasadopelmrngent easements on agric
wn
pl a
6 f
FYI1

Agricul t 2o KL OfAadrt mPHL 17191 18mended the floodplain
c
e

s the Emergency Wetlands Reserve Program,
d wi
rm b
97.

oo o —ow =Moo

t h a hhei s1t909r3y aonfd f1190905d iMigd wiens tt f 1l oodi n
ill amendment, NRCS began an EWP f1l oo

=0 F < T Ton

tion of the EWP program to allow USDA to modi
l andowner a gardederse sasneds tah ec ocnhpaenlglei ng poblic ne

S0 5 B3 o B 0 Stto T

!—Pmﬁ

13 Exigency means those situations that demand imneeddion to avoid potential loss of life or property, including
situations where a second event may occur shortly thereafter that could compound the impairment, cause new damage,
or the potential loss of life.

147 C.F.R. §624.8(c)(3).
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practical alternativdModaddcnsgiiom bhetpuminatioihoe
compensatory arrangement determined by USDA.

Similar to the general EWP program, EWP floodpl a
the AgrireulittuAah. [G3f3)H5978d €codified at2265U. S. C. |
The authorization“saeaffhagmmadpr iaas’famady sdboieessn fneort s seaxrpyi

Eligible Land

Lands are considered eligible for an EWP floodpl

e floodplain Il ands that were damaged by floodi:
calendar year or have been subject to flood
previ®duyears;

e other lands within the floodplain that would
flood storage and flow, erosion control, or
management of the easement; or

e lands that would be inunddtedform adwmebgelayx hi

Land is considered ineligible if

e restoration practi“ems’ovofsfi’™d elnad i i utoinlsg due to

e the land is subject to an existing easement
sufficient protecftliooondspolfauimme st onsatanad vdl o be,;

e the purchase of an easement would not meet t

Eligible Participants

EWP participants must have ownership of the 1| and
floodpl ain eas eamepnrtosj edcot nsopto nrseoqru.i r e

Funding and Allocation

ThEY2019 suppl e mesatcB.1L .a2pPp Irpfor pordid aflicidd @5 WH otro

gener aalc tEiWhitdhiee sp wumadhases t oration of @EWPt hfilsoodpl a
appr opNR@&d soing$n2alt7e.d5 ntihlel iconnr oflolrme nt oifn floodplai
Ar kansas, I1T1inois, I owa, Kentucky, Louisiana, J\
Carolimama Ok$auth Dakdhatherdndlt ,asWtessc ornescieni.ved 659

applications for possibhreowgmhr oH R dBendNROGEF 110, 044
reported enr 6618 asnegmeansSt¥olt adienkcl hfdcnlgo s ed easement s
on 5468% c rife s .

157 C.F.R. §624.10.

16 Easements are considered enrolled when they are accepted into the EWP programs but before final completion of
closing procedures (e.g., eligibility determinations, surveys, compensation, investigations, and title options). Easements
are considered closedhen the easement acquisition is complete, all contract documents are filed, and the deed is
officially restricted by the easement. F&E2Q®R1P r e s i d e nt ’ s , cBngréssienal juRificatiane pp. £85.
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Ot her

Emergency Disaster
di s agaewea i I( ddbglhd ¢ todiirech a

Progr ams

Loans

Emer gency county has been

disaster area by either the @Phicculdeedhtaderrp tihre Sk c
declcaawalhagont i gtuhseosint ¢y may becoimet &€Md $sto bhe for 1
EM Il oan funds may be used to help eligible far me
from production lossesigwhéncoahe popeduodtr asufifiar
physical losses (such as repairing or replacing
replanting permanent crops such as orchards) A
of actualorpmphdws tcfadatl otss eexceed BSHHH, 000) at 1 ov
Conservatien Program

In addition to the authorized land assistance pr
conservation programs to assistsweth.rdhamaohiyt ot
this assistance comes through the use of waivers
Agriculture The following section discusses prc
assistance

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)

The Conservation Reseanmap®ymgnam {&CRPEgrpcobidesl
take highly erodible and environmentally sensitdi
conserving practidasl fwmrt ¢ d veersttmantge oayneda rghraa z i n g
conduwmt e€CRA nl aiccrds ponse to dceciocwghdaptrngther meamygr ge
nesting se)dsmomafaggr claisreds environmentally sensiti
and g.or aEmenrgge ncy ghraarzviensgt iimmg aauntdhor i zed by the nat
request of a codfunty FSA committee.
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EFC
The Environmental QuBEQIDiPtsy al nvcoel nutnitvaersy Pprrooggrraanm (t h
financial ainsdt atnecceh ntioc aalg raiscsul t ural producers to
on agricul turlanl tahdéd Dlhasstessatu l caend . s p-apficarl EQI P sig
far mers ainhdurrradincahntalf fedt eEHGI P may also Hey used to
mitigate potential damage from natural disasters
residue managemeist ctag aicmpryo v er etbhi,ad mseaniglg € t @ 1 ig b ¢
buffer strips along waterweysnt otheeduweatendsnotdl

17 For additional information on EM loans,eS€RS Report RS21212gricultural Disaster Assistance

18 To authorize emergency harvesting and grazing, a requesting FSA county committee must document a 40% or
greater loss in hay and pasture produrctiae to either (1precipitation évels at an average of 4086 greater loss of
normal precipitation for théour most recent month@.e., drought conditionspr (2) precipitation levels at an average
of 140% or greater increase in normal precipitatéhiring thefour most recent consecutive monine., excessive
moisture conditions
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I ssues for Congress

Funding Mechani s ms

Hi stotheamhyemeirtgy nefy asgsiiswaituomardeefd rt hr ough

suppl ement alo ra papsr-oapmr ti aadadnengmmwlla ra p.As appl e me ahal
apprtoipen aprovides additional budget authority du
acti viftuinedsa dntohte regul ar appropriation or to prov
apprioption is deemed insufficient

Since most agricmilddagmarhs l|dmdnats sisdaince t he [ eve
as t an dsaulpopnlee ment abi,ddpnaeprappropriation bills ar
vehicle fbeosdgnldhims gc hange in funding mechanism f
supplalmeanpppr opriations to annual appropriations
nd assistance programs.s Tbmalyltshmtngoofhcaudeual t d
asnt e rtshe syhbsfeoddueamstsirst ance. This can increas e
asters and Diusnadsinndgy advraei ltaybpiilciatlyl.y provided t o
ended, which has allowed smaller, more 1localdi
r opHioawteivenrs . ibepibehd hysconsistent funding ha
cultural Il and assistance programs without fu

inning in ,ahd 2008 1 hacwh b nl k bkasu t2h0odrd4isz€eadr ms b i 1 |
of permanent disaster assistance progmagms t hat
suppl ement al®Tahpepsreo pprrioagtrigomesp.a & 9 dpsrl oi dwuecsthioocnk 1 os s ¢
argeeneant hygrfiuzneddi nagtt 8 mé'shvacth asruems "asdnbyes hery
mandator ynatautbyreectate® annual appropriations. For
rehabilitation programs discussed in Ekis report
provide dh oocn baans iasd.

0Q

Thear i aobfiulnidiigw g a gdiamwll tr wrthlmdbsi llietda tsioommet hteos es u g ge st
proghame been left behisnd sitmamfcgev @ n dporfoi dguecstvipodnk n g
l oss 1 aftohrerl atnhda m e hd mir hi t reegsroamdraaiidovne s ugge st e d

that the wuse offpredmageandouimdnblaetexyanded beyond
]l andhabialsistiasttti®mpeoa nt hppaurtmanent ma mwhatladr pefunding
di fficulithhe awhiewt fiscal c¢climate.

Stafford Act Limitations

The Budget Contr &l LAXHN 113ifmi2t0sl le ieBrCAency suppl e me
disaster relief. Under Section 251(b)(2)(D) of t
used for activitieRobartidd BuafpardubPnsaspobet hRe
Assistamce oABIt ARS8 r FY2012 tAFhiusg hmeFaYms0 2flun d s

19 For additional information on these programs, GBS Report RS21212gricultural Disaster Assistance

20The BCAredefineddisaster reliefas being federal government assistance provided pursuant to a major disaster
declared under the Stafford Ad@the BCA distinguishes disaster relief spending as separate from emergency spending.
Funding designated as disaster ifelieoutside the regular BCA cap on discretionary spending but is subject to another
limit that is allowed for the disaster relief category. This is explained furth@RB Report R4235Z2n Examination

of Federal Disaster Relief Under the Budget Control. Act
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appropriated through emer gentclyr cwgplpndeyndh@dally act s
ontygctai vities widtelk 1@ Sittafofnord Act

In

recengryeat sur a

I land 7r ehalfiulhidkthartgpi uognh parnonguraalms
proprolevieensgsi s still consideyeidnsupmpd eanzand a,l i
asasfdedlaiVhfem ¢l assified as disaster r1relief,
s alsetcd ppauwresdutame St af ford Act

mitingh€tawaygragnicul tural land assistance pr og
tural disaster events. For examplsastdemughts e
ents under ?Hhwe Sé¢en,ffodrdu@dkts are one of the

nacger i cul tur al 1 afnudn dassysp iset aalnlcye apwaoiglraabml ¢ unt il
afford Act r swha tr emargecacse a veo fut mr e assistance
nding.

£ < e

sastamd rtehleireeff ore s ubj e BC Atnod tthhee rSetqufifroer mde nAtc st

“ o= oM hnynT o B T a0 e

T o =0
[on
—
(¢}

ct to a Stafford Act declaration and may

<
-
<%}
-
-

on

ontentious issue for federal l and assi
tatkkehoteo aematcer ali ski saster occurs.

-
e I - S

X
d

ya olf t #abfo otdh en gyreecavriso)uus Under the progr am,
1
d

oemer, | P Opdrhiiobm pyeoanypn cdlndevy d i smi t e d
funding for the progr am.

QO ~+ = o O O o O

—rEs g Toa 0
c=og3zgo0 -

< g o z-D= =" =3

— o ®

ladgethmggernst, encourages poor land use deci

T BB W ST DT S %
Be e S 83D ES e "0 (g

o = o O
v—gﬁﬁa
Bi—‘.:o
o gg =

ent easement and restoration i% s ometi mes

2L A declaration of a major disaster or emergency under the authority of the Stafford Actstadéesd local
governments and caitt nonprofit organizationsligible forvarious forms of federalssistancelhe governor of the
impacted state requests the types of assistance considered necessary to address the needsFafrthdditairal
information se€CRS Report R4198Tongressional Primeon Responding to Major Disasters and Emergencies

22The last presidential drought or water shortage disaster declared for a state was for New Jersey in 1980.

23 For additional analysis, s€&RS Report R4501Flood Resilience and Risk Reduction: Federal Assistance and
Programs
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